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Welcome to the sixteenth edition of the Centre for the GeoHumanities

newsletter. Please get in touch with us at geohumanities@rhul.ac.uk if

you have news you would like to share or would like your work featured.

Research Focus

Voices for Change
Stories from the Environmental Movement since 1970

Voices for Change: Five leaders of UK environmental organisations who spoke at the
OHEM event at the British Library, 23 October 2025. L to R: Harriet Lamb (Green
Party), Asad Rehman (Friends of the Earth), Areeba Hamid (Greenpeace), Craig

Bennett (Wildlife Trusts), Tony Juniper (Natural England)

For the last three years the Centre for GeoHumanities has hosted the

Oral History of the Environmental Movement project (OHEM for short),

funded by a £812k grant from the AHRC. A team of seven, including

people with decades of experience in UK environmental organisations,

academic researchers and oral historians, have worked together to

produce a unique oral history archive based on 100 long-form, life story

interviews with a wide range of environmental activists, campaigners

and professionals active across the four nations of the UK since the

1970s. Project partners include National Life Stories (based at the

British Library), Friends of the Earth, the Wildlife Trusts and the Royal

Geographical Society, which is supporting the production of learning

resources for schools. The archive will be freely available at the British

Library from spring 2026.

On 23 October 2025, the team organised a major public event at the

British Library in celebration of the handover of the oral history archive

to the Library, with its millions of words in both recorded and

transcribed form. In addition to talks from the project team, a

roundtable of the leaders of major environmental organisations

(including Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, the Green Party, Natural

England and the Wildlife Trusts) considered the achievements of the

movement over the last fifty years and the prospects for the future.

They also described the work done by the project as very important for

the future of the movement, providing concrete evidence of the

difference that individuals have made across a whole spectrum of

environmental concerns, from pollution and transport to conservation

and climate change.

Asad Rehman (Chief Executive of Friends of the Earth) spoke eloquently

about the importance of recovering and remembering stories of

individual experience and activism in making change. As he put it, facts

don’t change the world, but stories do. The testimony of campaigners

across five decades of activism gathered by the OHEM project provides

resources for hope as well as reflection on the achievements and the

limitations of various forms of campaigning over this period. For further

details of the launch of the archive at the British Library see the Royal

Holloway news page.

You can read more about the project and its approach in an article which

will appear in issue 100 of History Workshop Journal to be published in

late 2025.

The OHEM oral history archive will be freely available at the British

Library from spring 2026. In 2026, UCL Press will publish an Open

Access book –Voices for Change: An Oral History of the Environmental

Movement in the UK -in which the testimony of campaigners and

activists will be to the fore.

The OHEM project website is at www.rhul.ac.uk/ohem

Plant Humanities at Kew

Image from exhibition by the Singh Twins: Botanical Tales & Seeds of Empire, Kew
Gardens

In recent years, the growth of international interest in Plant Humanities

following the initiative undertaken by Dumbarton Oaks in collaboration

with JSTOR Plants and Andrew Mellon Foundation has been

remarkable. The Centre for GeoHumanities has hosted and supported a

series of events in Plant Humanities in London, Padua and Washington,

including a lecture at Royal Holloway last year by Yota Batsaki,

executive director of Dumbarton Oaks. Much of the work at Royal

Holloway has been made possible through the developing strategic

partnership with the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. This university-level

partnership is now managed by the Kew-Royal Holloway Coordination

Committee, co-chaired by Felix Driver (RHUL) and Phil Stephenson

(Kew). Here we spotlight just a few events, publications and

collaborations at Kew in 2025 involving members of the Centre for

GeoHumanities in various capacities.

Gardens and Empire conference

In collaboration with English Heritage and the British Library, Kew

organised a major conference at the British Library in June 2025 on the

subject of gardens and empire. The co-convenors included Caroline

Cornish, Humanities Coordinator at Kew and Honorary Research

Associate in the Centre for GeoHumanities. The programme ranged

widely across period and place, with a variety of different empires

discussed. Questions of landscape design, labour, trade, empire, slavery

and race loomed large.

 

Felix Driver chaired a session on Plant Mobilities which included a paper

by Diego Molina, British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow in the Centre, on

the nineteenth-century transatlantic exchange of ornamental plants. For

a response to the conference, you can read the Plant Histories blog here.

Tree Cultures

Caroline Cornish and Christina Hourigan, one of the Centre’s PhD

students and co-author of a new book on Kew’s trees (Among the Giants),

are co-editors of a new special issue of the Open Access journal Plant

Perspectives on the subject of Tree Cultures and the Arboreal

Humanities. After an introduction setting the academic context for new

approaches to tree cultures within the humanities, the issue contains

seven research articles (including one by Christina on ‘tree biographies’),

two examples of poetic practice and three tree-related book reviews.

The publication grows out of a series of conference sessions and

workshops organised by Caroline and Christina. The issue is available

Open Access via this link.

Kew Exhibitions: Colonial Histories of Botanical Art

In October 2025, Kew launched two exhibitions in its Shirley Sherwood

Gallery devoted to the ‘complex colonial history of botanical art and the

cultural significance of plants, through both historical and contemporary

perspectives’. In Flora Indica: Rediscovering Lost Histories of Indian

Botanical Art, co-curators Henry Noltie and Sita Reddy bring into public

view for the first time some of the remarkable botanical art by Indian

artists held in the Kew collections which was commissioned by the East

India Company in the nineteenth century. Felix Driver was an advisor to

the curatorial team. Alongside this exhibition is a second show of a

substantial number of new works by British Asian artists the Singh

Twins, under the title Botanical Tales and Seeds of Empire. These

exhibitions continue in the Gallery until April 2026.

PhD Research and Training

In recent years, the Plant Humanities group at Kew has expanded

significantly, not least through the co-supervision of arts and humanities

PhD students, many supported by AHRC and ESRC collaborative

doctoral studentships. Currently eight PhD students are co-supervised

by Kew and the Geography Department at Royal Holloway, and these

students are part of a larger group of humanities students supported at

Kew as well as in their home universities. The Plant Humanities group at

Kew has established an internal seminar series, the Hothouse Talks,

mainly with these students in mind. In autumn 2025, three student

members of the Centre for GeoHumanities (Aurora Prehn, Vivi

Mellegard and Christina Hourigan) all presented in the series.

International Partner

News

The Centre for GeoHumanities is fortunate to have strong links with a

number of international research centres, including formal agreements

between Royal Holloway and four universities: the University of Padua,

Italy; Konkuk University in South Korea; the State University of Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil; and the Institute of Geography at Neuchâtel,

Switzerland.

The purpose of these partnerships is to support the development of

shared and complementary research interests, including academic staff

and postgraduate student visits, the organisation of joint events,

collaboration on research grants and on publications. Here we profile a

few of their recent activities, with links to find out more. 

Centre for Advanced Studies in Mobility
and Humanities (University of Padua)

The Centre for Advanced Studies in Mobility & Humanities (MoHu) at

the University of Padua is based in the Department of Historical and

Geographic Sciences and the Ancient World (DiSSGeA). The Centre has

become a major hub in an international network of institutions working

on the mobility of people, objects, ideas and texts in a range of historical

and geographical contexts. It is also linked to a digital laboratory for

mobility research (Mobilab). There is full information about MoHU

projects, people, events and networks on its website.

Royal Holloway staff have collaborated with Padua colleagues on a

range of events and activities in recent years, including publications,

seminars, exhibitions and colloquia. Contact Veronica della Dora if you

are interested in hearing more about the Centre’s link with Padua.

Academy of Mobility Humanities (Konkuk
University)

The Konkuk University Academy of Mobility Humanities has partnered

with the Centre for GeoHumanities and MoHU on a number of

collaborative events and publications in recent years. The latest

outcome is a trilingual Open Access publication, Connections: Arts and

Humanities for Just Mobility Futures (2025), involving researchers from

the three partners plus the Lancaster Centre for Mobilities Research

and the Aberystwyth University Centre for Transport & Mobility. You

can read more about the book and download it here.

The KU Academy are hosting the 2025 Global Mobility Humanities

conference on 5-6 December 2025 in Seoul (see under Upcoming

events).

Contact Harriet Hawkins if you are interested in hearing more about the

Centre’s link with the KU Academy.

Department of Geography (UERJ)

The Department of Geography at the State University of Rio de Janeiro

(UERJ) has long-established links with Royal Holloway, and recently

signed a new Memorandum of Understanding for student and staff

exchange with the Centre for GeoHumanities. A series of visitors,

including staff and PhD students, have come to the UK, including Dr

Mariana Lamego, supported by a British Academy Visiting Fellowship,

who undertook a collaborative project with Felix Driver on

transnational academic mobility and  knowledge networks, looking

specifically at collaboration between Brazilian and British geographers.

UERJ recently organised the sixteenth in a series of conferences on

Culture and Space. Royal Holloway HRA Andre Novaes was one of the

organisers. See under “Recent events” for his report.

Contact Felix Driver if you are interested in hearing more about the Centre’s

link with UERJ.

Institute of Geography (Neuchâtel)

The Institute of Geography at Neuchâtel has a long-established

agreement with the Centre to encourage staff and student exchange,

which was previously funded through the Swiss-European Mobility

programme. Currently the main interests at Neuchâtel are in global

urbanisation, the geographies of mobilities, geopolitics and climate

change and society.

Contact Veronica della Dora if you are interested in hearing more about the

Centre’s link with Neuchâtel.

Centre Visitors

Image from Hampton Court Garden Festival (Courtesy of Yinlan Xu)

The Centre welcomes academic visitors from all over the world and

from many disciplines, reflecting its commitment to internationalism

and interdisciplinarity.

In 2024-5, we hosted visits by a number of academic visitors, including:

Dr Débora Swistun, Lecturer in Environmental Humanities at the

National University of Avellaneda (UNDAV) and member of the

Argentine Scientific and Technological Research Council (CONICET);  Dr

Muren Zhang, Associate Professor in English literature at East China

Normal University, Shanghai; Dr Yinlan Xu, Associate Professor in Art

and Design, Nanjing Institute of Technology; Dr Ekaterina Gladkova

(Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Northumbria);

Felipe Vieira (PhD student at UERJ, Brazil); Federica Manna (PhD

student, University of Padua); and Camila Medina Novoa (PhD student,

ETH Zurich).

In 2025-6, we welcome Isadora Bevilaqua (PhD student at UERJ, Brazil),

who is undertaking a PhD on the visual archives of the Rio de Janeiro

Botanic Garden; and Bruno Vieira (PhD student at UERJ) who is working

on local and regional traditions in modern Brazilian art.

 

Floral Design at Chelsea Flower Show

Yinlan working on a floral sculpture; Yinlan and Monty Don

One of our visitors in 2025, Dr Yinlan Xu, is an authority on the art of

Chinese flower arrangement. During her visit to Royal Holloway she

teamed up with UK horticulturalists and designers at Acacia Creative

Studio to make elaborate displays for both the Chelsea Flower Show and

the Hampton Court Garden Festival. The pictures above show her at

work!

Recent Events
18th International Conference of
Historical Geographers, Shanghai

Plenary session, Shanghai ICHG

In July, the 18th meeting of the International Conference of Historical

Geographers (ICHG) took place in Shanghai, attended by around 500

participants from 24 countries. The first meeting in the series since

2018, the conference took place at Fudan University, with the

University’s Institute of Chinese Historical Geography playing a major

role alongside the Geographical Society of China. The Centre was

represented at the Conference by Felix Driver, who chaired the

International Scientific Committee of the Conference and presented a

plenary lecture on ‘Geography, Museums and Collections: Between

Research and Exhibition’, and also by André Novaes (UERJ), a co-editor

of the Journal of Historical Geography and HRA at Royal Holloway.

At the final plenary session, it was announced by Felix Driver that the

next ICHG will take place in July 2028 in Rio de de Janeiro, where it will

be hosted by the Geography Department in the State University of Rio

de Janeiro (UERJ), one of the Centre for GeoHumanities’ international

partners.

ICHG July 2025, Shanghai: Journal of Historical Geography reception

13th International Symposium on Space
and Culture, Rio de Janeiro

Opening session, XIII Simpósio Internacional sobre Espaço e Cultura, Rio de Janeiro

In October 2025, the Centre for Studies of Space and Culture (NEPEC)

at the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ), partner of the Centre

for GeoHumanities, hosted the thirteenth in a series of International

Symposia on Space and Culture. This biennial event, established in 1998,

is renowned for fostering collaborations between Brazilian and

international researchers, with the aim of advancing research in cultural

and historical geography. Previous meetings have welcomed

distinguished international guests, including Denis Cosgrove (UK), Paul

Claval (France), Denis Wood (USA), Joan M. Schwartz (Canada), Carla

Lois (Argentina), and Kent Mathewson (USA). Many of these scholars

have published their work in the well-established UERJ geography

journal Espaço e Cultura, facilitating the exchange of ideas across diverse

academic communities.

This year, the symposium focused on issues of informality, urban

inequality, and decolonial approaches. It featured eminent researchers

addressing these themes, including Ananya Roy (UCLA), Brodwyn

Fischer (Chicago), and Jeff Garmany (Melbourne). The program also

included prominent Brazilian scholars in the fields of racial and gender

inequality, such as Renato Emerson, Valter Cruz, and Silvia Raimundo.

Undergraduate, Masters, and PhD students also presented their

research in working groups, fostering peer-to-peer exchange and

collaboration across institutions. With a strong national presence, the

symposium attracted approximately 300 participants from all regions of

Brazil, reaffirming the reputation of the State University of Rio de

Janeiro as a vital hub for the development and dissemination of

knowledge in historical and cultural geography in Brazil and Latin

America.
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America.

Report by Andre Novaes, Member of the CGH Advisory Board

William Nesfield, Garden Designer

Design for Glanusk Park, William Andrews Nesfield (source)

During 2025 the Gardens Trust organised a series of five online events

devoted to the life and work of prolific nineteenth-century garden

designer William Nesfield (1793-1881), whose remarkable archives

have recently been acquired by the Garden Museum in London. While

Nesfield’s work is today comparatively little known, still less celebrated,

compared to his predecessors such as Humphrey Repton or his

contemporaries like Joseph Paxton, the series of talks offered a new

view of the significance of his contribution to British landscape design.

The fifth event in the series, on 24 October, included a talk by Christina

Hourigan on Nesfield’s role in shaping the landscape at Kew, based on

her thesis research at Royal Holloway. Other speakers spoke on

Nesfield’s biography (emphasising his training in drawing at the Royal

Military Academy in Woolwich, where he was taught by the son of Paul

Sandby) and on his designs for Regents Park. This event, chaired by Jill

Sinclair, followed on from previous sessions concerned with his work at

Castle Howard and the Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens in

Kensington.

Upcoming Events
Global Mobility Humanities Conference,

Konkuk University

5 - 6 December 2025

New Millennium Hall at Konkuk University, Seoul, South Korea.

On December 5-6 2025, the sixth in a series of Global Mobility

Humanities Conferences will take place in Konkuk University, Seoul. The

theme of this year’s conference is Mobility Infrastructures of Humans,

Non-humans, and More-than-Humans, reflecting the significance of

infrastructure as a focus for humanities researchers. The Conference

Programme Committee includes three members of the Centre of

GeoHumanities Advisory Board: Jinhyoung Lee of the KU Academy of

Mobility Humanities, Tania Rossetto of the University of Padua and Pete

Adey, HRA at Royal Holloway.

Imperial Spaces Seminar Series,
University of London

Jan - March 2026

The London Group of Historical Geographers seminar series, co-

convened by Centre members Felix Driver and Innes Keighren with

Miles Ogborn (QMUL) and Margot Finn (UCL), continues in Spring 2026

with five seminars on the theme of imperial spaces. All seminars held in

person on Tuesdays at 5.30pm at the Institute of Historical Research

(Senate House, Bloomsbury) and are also livestreamed online.

 

To secure a place, register for individual seminars (from December

2025) here.

13th January: Alex Bremner (University of Edinburgh) Thermal horizons:

energy and infrastructures of British global power, c.1830-1900

27th January: Robert Bickers (University of Bristol) On the margins and

at the heart of empire: Charles Archer in Shanghai and Hong Kong

10th February: Emma Sandon (Birkbeck, University of London) Spaces of

empire: histories and afterlives of film collections in British colonial archives

24th February: Emma Martin (University of Manchester) The empire's

treasure house: diplomatic gifts, bureaucratic indifference and the erasure of

provenance in colonial India

10th March: Swati Chattopadhyay (University of California, Santa

Barbara) Victoria Memoria Hall and the geo-logics of empire

9th Cosgrove Lecture
 Harriet Hawkins

11 May 2026, 5:30PM
Queen's Building, Royal Holloway

The Cosgrove Lecture is the Centre’s flagship annual event. For a list of

the series and access to video and audio recordings, follow this link. 

You can keep up to date with details of future events organised by members of

the Centre by signing up to the GeoHumanities Forum mailing List.

Previous newsletters back to 2016 are archived and available here.
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