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For me, open days were difficult to attend. They were usually overwhelming due to

the crowds and all the events. | often found myself too exhausted to stay more than
a few hours.

My advice is to schedule your visit as much as possible beforehand so that you know
which events you need to attend and for how long. If there is a place for disability
services, visit there first to enquire which are the quietest routes and whether they
have any assistance for disabled students. This can also give you a good idea as to
the support available for the university in general.

If you can’t visit an open day, there may be an option for an online open day which
can be done from home. Even if you take this route, it is advisable to visit the
university in person still. This can often be done by arranging a tour or some
universities allow you to walk around by yourself but without a guide.
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After the first few weeks, | continued to have support from the DDS (Disabled
Student Services). One of the things they can help with is the application to the DSA
(Disabled Students Allowance). The process should start when you apply for Student
Loans. DSA can help financially with extra travel costs and specialist equipment that
you might need due to being disabled. Specialist equipment can include a laptop,
printer with paper and ink, or a recording device for lectures. Other costs covered
include non-medical helpers such as sign language interpreters and specialist
mentors. This will be individual to you and your needs.
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In Egham, where Royal Holloway is located, there are many shops, cafes and parks
which offer different food than that available on campus. Further afield, there is

Staines-on-Thames where there is a cinema and several larger shopping areas.
From Egham, Staines is less than five minutes by train and can even be walked to in
less than an hour. Another place to visit is Windsor Great Park which is a woodland
area where you can walk around the lake. So, when you go to university, take out a
map and see what is around that you can visit and remember that some places can
be closer than you might think.




