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Since a young age, | have loved being in education and knew from the start of sixth
form that | would want to continue into university study. At this point, | did not
know which career | would like to pursue in the future, and so decided to choose A-
level subjects that | was passionate about and interested in, and that would provide
a varied combination for different career paths.

| studied:

. English Literature
« Drama

«  Psychology

. Spanish

My passions for English and Drama went beyond the course in year 13, to the extent
| wanted to pursue them further in university study. | had also been considering
career options, and recognised that | would be interested in pursuing a career in
teaching and needed a degree in my field to do so. Therefore, | decided | definitely
wished to pursue my desire for studying English and Drama at university.
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| am incredibly grateful that my mum
encouraged me to keep pursuing my goal of
attending university, rather than finding a
different option purely out of financial concern.
Determined to go to university, | researched and
picked some top choices that | wished to visit on
an open day. Royal Holloway was the first
university | attended in year 13, and, after that, |
just kept comparing the others to it! |
immediately fell in love with the campus, the
course, the tight-knit community and the overall
feel of it.

At the open days, | spoke to lecturers and students not only about the course and
university life but also whether there is any support available for those from
disadvantaged backgrounds. Royal Holloway were so incredibly supportive and
enthusiastic, and it was wonderful to hear how the university focuses so greatly on
inclusivity for all and provides excellent help for those in need. | visited the finance
stand on the day and spoke to them about my situation, and they provided me with
great reassurance that I, and anyone, should be able to go to university.
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My advice is to pursue whichever path you wish to take, regardless of the
barriers you may think stand in your way! | was incredibly unsure whether
| would be successful in university, having been the first in my family to
attend, and certainly did not think | could finance it. However, there is
such a wide range of support available that has made my undergraduate
study a very positive experience.




